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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1953. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Councillor  Mrs.  Heaton  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  vital  statistics  of  your  District  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1953. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population.  There  was  an  increase  of  70  in  the  Registrar 
General's  estimate  of  the  mid-year  home  population  from 
24,590  in  1952  to  24,660  in  1953. 

Birth  Rate.  A total  of  371  births  was  registered  in  1953 
compared  with  a total  of  361  in  1952  and  357  in  1951. 

This  gave  a birth  rate  (corrected)  of  14.4  per  1,000  popu- 
lation in  1953  ; the  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  that 
year  was  15.5. 

The  birth  rate  (uncorrected)  in  1953  was  15.0  per  1,000 
population  and  14.6  in  1952. 

In  1953,  6 still  births  were  registered,  whereas  in  1952, 
there  were  8.  The  still-birth  rate  thus  decreased  slightly  to 
0.24  per  1,000  population  in  1953  from  0.32  in  1952. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.35  per  1,000 
population  in  1953. 

Ten  illegitimate  births  were  registered  during  the  year 
and  seven  in  the  previous  year. 

General  Death  Rate.  The  general  death  rate  for  the  Urban 
District  for  1953  (corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution)  was 
14. 1 per  1,000  population.  The  comparable  figure  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales  for  the  same  year  was  1 1 .4  per  1 ,000  population. 

In  1953,  the  death  rate  (uncorrected)  for  the  district  was 
14.7  per  1,000  population  and  that  for  1952  was  9.2.  The 
considerable  increase  in  the  death  rate  for  1953  was  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  from  January  1st,  1953,  due  to  a change  in 
the  Registrar  General’s  method  of  assigning  institutional 
deaths,  all  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  St.  Nicholas  Hospital 
were  no  longer  transferable. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  Urban  District  was 
356,  of  which  no  occurred  in  the  St.  Nicholas  Hospital. 
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The  number  of  deaths  in  the  district,  other  than  institu- 
tional, was  therefore  246  compared  with  227  in  1952.  This 
gave  the  slight  increased  rate  (uncorrected)  of  9.8  for  deaths 
(other  than  institutional)  per  1,000  population  in  1953,  com 
pared  with  the  rate  of  9.2  per  1,000  population  in  1952. 
Natural  Increase  of  the  Population.  The  number  of  births  in 
excess  of  deaths  (other  than  institutional)  was  114  in  1953  ; 
in  1952,  it  was  134  and  in  1951,  84. 

Infant  Mortality.  The  death  rate  of  all  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  showed  a considerable  reduction  in  1953  to  ih.i 
per  1,000  live  births,  from  24a)  per  1,000  live  births  in  1952 
and  25.2  in  1951. 

The  rates  for  England  and  Wales  were  20. S per  r.ooo  live 
births  in  1953,  27.6  in  1952  and  29.9  in  1951. 

A total  of  b deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
occurred  in  the  district  in  1953.  In  both  the  years  1952  and 
1.95 1,  9 infant  deaths  were  registered. 

The  neo-natal  deaths,  i.e.,  deaths  occurring  during  the 
first  month  of  life,  dropped  from  b in  1952  to  3 in  1953.  All 
these  neo-natal  deaths  in  1953  had  “ prematurity  ” as  a pri 
rnary  cause. 

Two  of  the  three  deaths  of  infants  after  the  first  month 
of  life  and  during  the  first  year  had  “ congenital  defects  ” as 
a contributory  factor. 

In  the  third  death,  Broncho-pneumonia  was  a secondary 
cause. 

The  reduction  of  the  infant  mortality  rate  is  certainly 
being  maintained,  both  in  this  district  and  throughout  the 
country  generally. 

In  view  of  the  reduction  in  one  year  from  24.9  per  1,000 
births  in  1952  to  16. 1 in  1953,  this  may  seem  an  understate 
ment,  but  with  the  comparatively  small  figures  involved,  one 
or  two  deaths  makes  a big  difference  in  the  rate. 

During  the  last  few  years,  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  from  infective  causes  have  been  almost  wiped 
out,  due  chiefly  to  the  introduction  and  use  of  the  antibiotic' 
and  sulphonamide  drugs  and  the  increasingly  meticulous  care 
of  premature  infants. 

The  “ hard  core  ” of  deaths  of  premature  infants  seems 
to  have  been  reduced  to  those  occurring  shortly  after  birth. 

“ Congenital  defects  ” still  remains  an  important  cause, 
and  continued  work  in  this  field  is  necessary. 
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Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  2 years  of  age. 

There  have  been  no  deaths  from  this  cause  during  the 
last  two  years. 

Maternal  Mortality.  No  maternal  deaths  in  the  district  were 
registered  in  1953  as  in  1952.  The  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  0.76  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births. 

Individual  Causes  of  Death.  The  total  number  of  deaths 
(other  than  institutional)  registered  in  1953  was  246,  an 
increase  of  19  in  the  number  of  deaths  registered  in  1952. 

Deaths  classified  as  from  “ heart  and  circulatory  dis- 
eases ” decreased  slightly  to  109  in  1953  from  113  in  1952. 

In  1953,  deaths  from  “ vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system  ” rose  to  39  from  23  in  1952. 

Deaths  (other  than  institutional)  classified  as  due  to 
“ malignant  neoplasm  ” numbered  38  in  1953  compared  with 
43  in  1952,  37  in  1951  and  47  in  1950.  Those  classified  as 
due  to  “ malignant  neoplasm  of  the  stomach  ” decreased  by 
two,  those  due  to  “ malignant  neoplasm  of  the  lungs,  bron- 
chus " decreased  by  three,  those  of  the  breast  and  uterus 
decreased  by  one  respectively,  while  those  classified  [as  due 
to  “ other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ” increased 
by  2. 

No  death  from  “ ulcer  of  the  stomach  or  duodenum 
was  registered  in  1953,  compared  with  two  from  this  cause 
in  1952. 

Of  the  5 deaths  classified  as  due  to  “ Syphilis,”  3 were 
institutional. 

The  one  death  during  the  year  from  a notifiable  infectious 
disease  had  acute  poliomyelitis  as  the  underlying  cause. 

There  were  6 deaths  classed  as  due  to  “ accident  ” other 
than  ” motor  vehicle  accident.”  Three  of  them  occurred  at 
the  St.  Nicholas  Hospital,  in  two  cases,  following  falls  and 
fracture  in  elderly  people  over  80  years  of  age. 

Of  the  other  three  deaths  due  to  accidents,  two  of  them 
followed  falls,  one,  at  home,  of  an  elderly  person,  aged  84  years, 
and  one  of  a person  aged  40  years,  at  a neighbour’s  house. 

The  third  death  was  the  accidental  drowning  of  a young 
girl  of  11  years  in  the  River  Derwent. 

The  one  death  from  a “ motor  vehicle  accident  ” was  that 
of  a young  girl  of  12  years  on  a neighbouring  highway. 
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There  were  three  deaths  from  “ suicide  ” in  1953  and 
four  in  1952. 

Tuberculosis.  The  mortality  rate  for  all  forms  of  the  disease 
showed  an  increase  on  that  of  previous  years.  Six  deaths 
(other  than  institutional),  all  male,  from  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis were  registered  during  the  year,  compared  with  3 in 
1952  and  5 in  1951.  In  addition  four  deaths  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  occurred  at  the  St.  Nicholas  Hospital. 

No  deaths  from  the  Non-Pulmonary  forms  of  the  disease 
were  registered  in  1953.  There  was  one  from  this  cause  in 
1952  and  2 in  1951. 

The  mortality  rate  (other  than  institutional)  for  all  forms 
of  the  disease  in  the  Urban  District  was  0.24  per  1,000  pop- 
ulation. The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1953  was  0.20 
per  1,000  population. 

The  6 deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  occurred  in 
the  middle  to  older  age  groups,  varying  from  38  to  66  years. 

Forty-two  new  cases,  of  whom  28  were  suffering  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  14  from  the  Non-pulmonary 
forms  were  added  to  the  register  in  1953,  compared  with 
forty-on£  in  1952. 

Nineteen  (7  males  and  12  females)  were  new  notifications 
of  the  pulmonary  form  of  the  disease.  There  were  9 inward 
transfers  of  cases  previously  notified  in  other  districts,  4 being 
male  and  5 female. 

In  1953,  14  new  cases  (7  male  and  7 female)  of  the  Non- 
pulmonary  form  of  the  disease  were  added  to  the  register, 
two  of  these  (one  male  and  one  female)  were  inward  transfers 
from  other  districts. 

During  the  last  few  years,  a total  of  29  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis (13  male  and  16  female)  have  been  inwardly  transferred 
to  this  district.  During  1953,  there  were  11  cases,  in  1952 
and  1951,  8 cases  during  each  year  and  in  1950  there  were 
only  2 cases.  From  1946  to  1949  there  were  15  cases. 

The  marked  decline  in  the  incidence  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  during  1953  is  very  welcome,  from  27  primary 
notifications  in  1952  to  19  in  1953.  The  decrease  was  most 
noticeable  in  the  number  of  primary  notifications  in  males, 
there  being  16  notifications  of  males  in  1952  and  9,  in  1953. 
This  decrease  was  fairly  evenly  distributed  over  the  age 
groups,  15  to  65  years. 


In  the  notifications  of  females  suffering  from  Pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  (here  was  an  increase  of  one  to  12  in  1953  from 
11  in  1952. 

There  was  a decrease  of  6 in  the  new  notifications  of  the 
age  group,  20-25  years  ; 2 in  the  age  group,  25-35  years,  but 
a slight  increase  in  the  older  age  groups. 

The  notifications  of  the  Non-pulmonary  forms  of  the 
disease  increased  to  12  (6  male  and  6 female)  in  1953,  from  7 
(1  male  and  6 female)  in  1952.  The  number  of  notifications 
of  males  increased  by  5,  mainly  in  the  older  age  groups. 

The  Mobile  Mass  Radiography  Unit  was  based  at  Gosforth 
between  September  29th  and  2nd  October. 

Sessions  for  men,  women  and  children  over  14  years  of 
age  were  held  at  the  Annexe  of  the  Brandling  Hotel,  High 
Street,  Gosforth.  On  each  of  the  first  two  days,  two  sessions 
were  held,  and  on  the  third  day,  one  session. 

Sessions  were  also  held  at  a large  business  premises  in 
the  Urban  District 

A total  of  1,004  people  attended,  (573  (Iosforth  residents 
and  431  employees).  Of  these  (17  Gosforth  residents  and  2 
employees)  were  recalled  for  large  films. 

Six  people  (5  Gosforth  residents  and  1 employee)  were 
referred  to  the  ( best  ('linic  for  further  investigation  and  one 
kept  under  observation  by  t lie  Unit. 

o.(>9%  of  the  total  number  of  these  attending  the  Unit 
were  referred  for  further  investigation.  1 .05%  of  the  Gosforth 
residents  were  referred  for  further  investigation  compared 
with  1.15%  in  1450  and  0.49%  in  1948. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  - PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL. 

A fable  of  notifications  is  set  out  on  page  17  of  the 
report. 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during 
the  year  was  500  compared  with  497  in  1952. 

The  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  declined  to  34  cases 
notified  whereas  in  1952,  50  cases  were  notified.  The  disease 
has  been  of  a mild  type  for  the  last  few  years. 

Whooping  Cough  notifications  were  50  in  1953,  78  in  1952 
and  120  in  1951,  showing  a gradual  diminution  of  incidence. 

Measles  notifications  numbered  227  in  1953,  331  in  1952 
and  ib.4  in  1951.  1952  was  the  year  of  bi-ennial  increase. 
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No  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  during  1953,  whereas 
in  1952,  there  was  one  notification.  During  the  last  five 
years,  two  cases  only  of  Diphtheria  have  been  notified,  a 
dramatic  fall  consistent  with  that  throughout  the  country 
generally. 

In  1953,  no  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  notified  compared 
with  5 in  1952. 

Dysentery.  A total  of  155  cases  of  Dysentery  ((>7  Flexner  and 
88  Sonne)  were  notified  during  the  year,  95  of  these  occurred 
at  the  St.  Nicholas  Hospital. 

An  outbreak  of  Sonne  Dysentery  occurred  between  30th 
September,  1953,  and  the  end  of  the  year.  Eighty-five  cases 
were  notified  including  n cases  from  the  St.  Nicholas  Hos- 
pital, and  74  cases  among  Gosforth  residents. 

These  74  cases  were  in  4b  families  but  78  families  were 
investigated  in  all.  98  persons  were  found  to  show  positive 
results.  Some  of  these  were  contacts  of  cases  and  were 
convalescent  carriers  or  symptomless  excretors. 

A total  of  605  faecal  specimens  were  taken  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  exami- 
nation, resulting  in  190  positive  and  415  negative  stools. 

Five  cases  removed  from  the  district  before  being  declared 
free  from  infection,  in  each  case  contact  was  made  with  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  concerned. 

For  the  remaining  93  cases,  the  period  of  time  from  the 
first  positive  result  to  the  second  successive  negative  stool 
was,  on  an  average,  found  to  be  22.8  days.  A relapse  from  a 
negative  to  another  positive  stool  was  quite  frequent. 

Included  in  this  number,  were  5 cases  where  it  was  doubt- 
ful if  the  prescribed  treatment  had  been  strictly  adhered  to. 
This  had  a tendency  to  considerably  increase  the  overall 
average,  which  for  the  remaining  88  cases  was  19.9  days. 

In  general,  one  or  two  courses  of  treatment  with  sulpho- 
namide  drugs  were  required  to  clear  the  stools  but  in  4 cases, 
further  treatment  with  Chloromycetin  was  necessary. 

The  illness  generally  was  of  a mild  type.  Several  of  the 
cases  had  not  been  to  their  own  Doctor  but  were  found  during 
the  course  of  investigation.  Two  of  the  primary  cases  were 
of  a severe  type  and  required  hospital  treatment. 
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The  following  were  the  ages  of  those  with  positive 
stools  : — 


0—5 

years 

21 

5—10 

y ) 

43 

10—15 

y ) 

12 

15 — 21 

y y 

3 

21  years  and  over 

19 

98 

The  close  co-operation  of  the  General  Practitioners 
practising  in  the  District,  both  in  notification  and  in  treat- 
ment of  the  cases,  was  a very  helpful  factor  in  limiting  the 
spread  of  the  outbreak,  as  was  also  the  assistance  of  the  School 
Medical  Officer  and  staffs  of  the  schools. 

Good  team  work  was  given  by  the  staff  of  the  Health 
Department  in  detailed  investigations  and  recording. 

Twenty-one  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  in  1953  and 
25  in  1952. 

Food  Poisoning.  Three  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in 
December,  1953,  in  three  adults  in  one  family.  On  investi- 
gation, the  illness  was  found  to  be  due  to  coagulese  positive 
staphylococci  isolated  from  a portion  of  food  cooked  the  day 
before,  which  may  have  become  accidentally  contaminated. 

One  case  of  Undulant  Fever  occurred  in  November.  The 
patient  received  treatment  in  one  of  the  Newcastle  hospitals. 
Enquiries  at  the  farm  supplying  the  milk  to  this  family  re- 
vealed no  case  of  illness  among  the  herd.  Samples  of  milk 
sent  for  bacteriological  examination  proved  negative. 

Apart  from  the  outbreak  of  Sonne  Dysentery,  the  inci- 
dence of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  declined  in  1953  but  the 
155  cases  of  Dysentery  increased  the  number  to  a similar  total 
to  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria.  Immunisation  is  carried 
out  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  (children  0-5 
years),  at  the  schools  (5-15  years),  and  by  the  General  Practi- 
tioners of  the  District. 

At  the  31st  December,  1953,  91%  of  the  total  child 
population  had  been  immunised  at  some  time  during  their 
lives,  compared  with  90%  in  1952,  87%  in  1951  and  86%  in 
1950.  The  percentage  of  immunised  children  under  5 years 
was  78.9  in  1953,  77  in  1952,  71  in  1951  and  the  percentage  of 
immunised  children,  5-15  years,  was  98  in  1953  as  in  1952. 
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During  the  year,  356  children  received  a primary  course 
of  immunisation,  341  (0-5  years)  and  15  (5-15  years),  and 
592  received  a reinforcing  injection. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  stressed  the  importance  of 
keeping  the  immunity  of  children  up  to  a high  level.  A return 
has  now  been  made  calculating  the  proportion  of  children  in 
each  age  group  who  have  had  a course  of  immunisation  within 
the  last  five  years.  This  gives  the  Immunity  Index  in  the  age 
groups.  At  the  end  of  1953,  the  Immunity  Index  for  children 
under  one  year  was  20%,  Children  (1-4)  94%,  children  (5-14) 
78%.  The  total  Immunity  Index  of  children  under  15  was 

78%. 

In  interpreting  the  index  it  will  have  to  be  borne  in  mind 
that  of  children  under  one  at  the  end  of  the  year,  only  one- 
third  will  have  attained  the  age  of  eight  months  (when  immuni- 
sations are  normally  given),  and  that  even  if  all  of  this  group 
aged  eight  months  and  over  were  immunised,  the  index  for 
them  would  only  be  33%. 

The  dramatic  fall  in  both  incidence  and  number  of  deaths 
from  Diphtheria  in  the  last  10  years,  has  amply  demonstrated 
the  importance  of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  its 
reinforcing  at  intervals  both  before  and  during  the  school  life 
of  a child. 

In  1944,  for  the  country  generally,  the  number  of  corrected 
notifications  of  the  disease  was  23,199  and  the  number  of 
deaths  934.  In  1953,  the  provisional  figures  were,  the  number 
of  corrected  notifications  240,  the  number  of  deaths  24. 
Whooping  Cough  Prophylaxis.  23  children  received  a course 
of  injections  with  Whooping  Cough  vaccine  and  11  a course  of 
injections  of  combined  Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria 
prophylactic. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox.  In  1953,  there  were  164  pri- 
mary vaccinations  and  81  re-vaccinations  compared  with  166 
primary  vaccinations  and  63  re-vaccinations  in  1952.  This 
showed  a slight  increase  in  vaccinations  last  year  but  the  num- 
ber is  still  extremely  low  and  means  that  a large  proportion  of 
the  population  would  be  at  risk  should  a case  of  the  disease, 
probably  imported,  arise. 

GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

Hospitals.  There  are  two  hospitals  in  the  Urban  District, 
the  St.  Nicholas  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  mental  diseases 
and  the  Sanderson  Orthopaedic  Hospital.  Both  are  con- 
trolled by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
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Ambulance  Service.  This  service  under  the  control  of  the 
Northumberland  County  Council  has  a station  at  Wideopen 
which  covers  the  Urban  Districts  of  Gosforth  and  Longbenton 
(with  the  exception  of  West  Allotment),  and  the  adjacent 
parts  of  the  Castle  Ward  district  and  works  in  conjunction  with 
the  Newburn  and  Ponteland  Stations. 

There  are  12  driver  attendants,  one  driver  supervisor, 
6 ambulances  and  one  sitting  car  at  the  Wideopen  Station. 

During  1953,  ambulances  of  the  Wideopen  Station  made 
5,018  journeys,  carried  21,243  patients  including  995  accident 
and  emergency  cases,  2,494  stretcher  cases  and  did  a total  of 
150,612  miles.  In  May  1953,  radio  control  was  started  for  an 
experimental  period  at  this  station.  Receiving  and  trans- 
mitting sets  were  installed  in  five  amnulances  and  one  sitting 
car.  Radio  control  proved  useful  in  increasing  the  efficiency 
of  the  service  and  is  being  continued. 

Home  Help  Service.  In  1953,  217  (167)  cases  resident  in  the 
Urban  District  were  served  by  home  helps  for  varying  periods. 
The  cases  included  54  (50)  of  illness,  94  (49)  aged  and  infirm 
people,  36  (43)  confinements  and  ante  and  post  natal  cases, 
10  (12)  following  operation  or  discharge  from  hospital,  5 (4) 
cases  of  accident,  5 (3)  blind  persons,  9 (3)  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis, 2 (1)  paralysed  persons  and  2 (3)  problem  cases. 

Figures  in  brackets  indicate  the  number  of  cases  served 
in  1952. 

The  number  of  aged  and  infirm  people  receiving  the  ser- 
vices of  home  helps  nearly  doubled  in  the  year  and  the  number 
of  cases  of  tuberculos  is  receiving  help  trebled. 

Home  Nursing  and  Midwifery.  The  service  of  domiciliary 
nursing  and  midwifery  is  administered  by  the  County  Council. 
There  are  four  nurses  resident  in  the  District. 

The  Uosforth  Nursing  Care  Committee,  composed  of 
voluntary  members,  who  keeps  a stock  of  nursing  requisites 
at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  for  use  on  loan  to  residents  of  the 
district.  During  1953,  276  articles  of  nursing  equipment 
were  loaned  for  the  use  of  sick  people. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service.  The  service  is  adminis- 
tered by  the  County  Council.  Regular  sessions  are  held  at 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Church  Road,  Gos- 
forth, for  babies,  children  and  expectant  mothers,  for  dental 
treatment  and  the  treatment  of  eye  defects  and  skin  diseases, 
and  for  Ultra  Violet  Ray  therapy. 


Care  and  After  Care.  In  February,  1953,  responsibility  for  the 
care  and  after  care  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  was 
transferred  to  the  Area  Health  Sub  Committees  of  the 
County  Council.  The  Gosforth  and  Castle  Ward  After  Care 
Sub  Committee  comprising  15  members  (8  Councillors  and 
7 voluntary  members)  was  formed  in  April,  1953,  as  successor 
to  the  former  Gosforth  and  Longbenton  Tuberculosis  After 
CareSub-Committee.  Meetings  of  the  new  Sub-Committee 
were  held  at  two  monthly  intervals. 

Housing.  The  number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  was 
1,042  at  the  end  of  1953.  Since  1944,  1,248  Council  houses 
had  been  built  and  occupied  ; 170  of  them  being  erected 
during  1953.  11  applicants  with  a case  history  of  tuberculosis 

were  given  more  suitable  accommodation  during  1953. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949.  Milk  samples  were  taken 
at  regular  intervals  but  in  1953,  no  sample  of  milk  containing 
tubercle  bacilli  was  found. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Section  50,  Burial  or  Cre- 
mation of  the  Dead.  No  action  was  necessary  under  this 
Section. 

Section  47.  Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need 
of  care  and  attention.  Seven  definite  and  a number  of  doubt- 
ful cases  were  investigated  under  this  Section  but  formal 
action  was  only  necessary  in  one  case. 

Under  the  National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951, 
an  elderly  man  living  in  Gosforth  was  removed  to  Holmlands, 
50,  Preston  Road,  North  Shields,  on  a Magistrate’s  order  as, 
though  his  house  was  kept  clean  by  a home  help,  he  was  in  a 
dirty  condition  both  in  regard  to  his  person  and  clothing. 

After  three  weeks  in  the  home,  this  man  returned  to  his 
own  house  in  a much  improved  condition  and  the  services  of 
the  home  help  were  continued.  After  a period  of  improvement 
conditions  deteriorated  and  under  a Court  Order  he  was  again 
removed  to  Holmlands  where  he  still  remains. 

A total  of  130  visits  were  paid  by  the  staff  of  the  Health 
Department. 

The  County  Welfare  Department  found  accommodation 
in  one  of  their  homes  (Part  III  accommodation)  for  4 cases 
and  home  helps  were  supplied  in  3 cases,  and  the  remainder 
kept  under  supervision. 


12 


In  1952,  40  visits  were  paid  by  the  staff  of  the  Health 
Department  to  elderly  people  under  this  Section,  so  the  work 
in  1953  rapidly  increased. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  in  the  Area.  The  details  under  this 
Section  have  been  supplied  by  Mr.  Stenger,  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

In  conclusion,  may  I express  my  thanks  to  the  Chair- 
man and  Members  of  the  Council’s  Health  Committee  for  the 
great  interest  they  have  shown  in  the  work  of  my  department, 
to  the  Senior  Sanitary  Officer,  particularly,  and  the  staff  of 
the  Health  Department  for  their  consistent  hard  work  during 
the  year,  also  to  the  staffs  of  the  other  departments  of  the 
Council  for  the  assistance  afforded  me  throughout  the  year 
and  for  certain  information  necessary  in  the  compilation  of 
this  report. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


M.  HOPPER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Particulars  of  Distirct. 


Area  (in  acres) 

. . . . 

. . 

1 -739 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  population 

24,660 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to 

rate 

books  at  31st  March,  1953 

• • • • 

. . 

7-5i6 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 

. . 

£935 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  March, 

1953  • • 

• • 

£232,953 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Males  Fern 

ales 

Total 

Live  births  (legitimate) 

190 

171 

36 1 

Live  births  (illegitimate) 

5 

5 

10 

Still  births 

3 

3 

6 

Deaths 

183 

i73 

356 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

. . 

. . 

..  14.4 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  popup 

ition 

. . 

. . 0.24 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimate  population 

. . 

14.1 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . . . ib.i 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . ib.i 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births. 

Deaths. 

Deaths  from  Malignant  Diseases  (all  ages)  . . . . 47 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  (all  ages)  3 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

(taken  from  the  Registrar  General’s  Return) 


ALL  CAUSES  

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
j Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

.Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . 
Diabetes 


Males. 

Females 

»3  (46) 

1 73  (64) 

9 (3) 

1 (0 

3 (0 

2 (2) 

5 (2) 

4 (3) 

9 (2) 

1 

3 

2 (1) 

9 (') 

14 

2 

16  (2) 

23  (1) 

38  (2) 

18  (3) 

47  (26) 

68  (50) 

7 

4 

8 (1) 

2 

5 

4 (2) 

3 (0 

3 

2 (1) 

2 

4 

— 

— 

1 

9 (2) 

1 0 

— 

1 

3 (2) 

3 (■) 

3 

2 

* Figures  in  brackets  indicate  institutional  deaths, 
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TABLE  OF  BIRTHS  & DEATHS  FOR  THE  PAST  20  years 
(1934-1953)  compared  with  rates  of  England  and  Wales. 


1 

Year 

General  Death  Rate 

1 

Infantile  Mortality- 

Rate 

1 

Birth  Rate 

Gosforth 

England 
& Wales 

Gosforth 

England 
& Wales 

Gosforth 

England 
& Wales 

1934 

9-5i 

1 1 .8 

47.6 

59 

11. 4 

15-4 

1935 

9.8 

12. 1 

73-5 

57 

11.4 

15-3 

1936 

10.6 

12. 1 

76.9 

59 

12.7 

15-4 

1937 

11. 4 

12.4 

42.9 

58 

12.9 

15-5 

1938 

1 1 .0 

1 1 .6 

324 

53 

13.6 

15-7 

1939 

9.78 

12. 1 

18.0 

50 

13-4 

*5-5 

1940 

1 1.24 

14-3 

64.4 

55 

13.6 

I5-1 

1941 

10. 0 

11. 6 

50.2 

53 

1 1.2 

15-7 

1942 

9-47 

11. 6 

13.6 

49 

14.4 

16.3 

1943 

10.7 

12. 1 

24.1 

49 

16.4 

17.0 

1944 

10.7 

1 1 .6 

29.6 

46 

18.2 

18. 1 

1945 

131 

1 1.4 

36.2 

46 

16.0 

16.5 

1946 

10.6 

1 1 -5 

22.8 

43 

17.6 

19.6 

1947 

9-i 

12.0 

23.6 

4i 

18.7 

21.0 

1948 

9-9 

10.8 

24.7 

34 

16.7 

18.3 

1949 

9-9 

11.7 

28.8 

32 

15-7 

16.7 

1950 

I3-1 

1 1.6 

11. 4 

29.8 

14-5 

15.8 

I95i 

1 1. 1 

12.5 

25.2 

29.6 

14-5 

15-5 

1952 

9.2 

n-3 

24.9 

27.6 

14.6 

15-3 

1953 

14. 1 

11. 4 

16. 1 

26.8 

14.4 

15-5 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Prematurity 

Prematurity,  Subarachnoid  haemorrhage 
Cerebral  Trauma,  prematurity 
Hydrocephalus,  Spira  Bifida 

Asphyxia  due  to  acute  tracheo-bronchitis 
associated  with  congenital  antronephrosis 

Acute  Haemorrhage,  broncho  pneumonia 


25  minutes 
1 hour 
8 hours 

1 month 

2 months 
7 months 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  table  on  page  17  gives  the  number  and  age  groups 
of  the  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year. 

Cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  and  isolation  are 
removed  to  the  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  Walkergate. 
This  hospital  is  controlled  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE. 

Appended  is  a summary  of  Bacteriological  reports  received 
from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Newcastle  General 
Hospital,  on  specimens  submitted  by  local  medical  prac- 
titioners and  by  the  Health  Department. 


Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

Throat  swabs  for  Haemolytic  Strep- 

tococci 

13 

15 

28 

Throat  swabs  for  Diphtheria.  . 

17 

17 

Specimens  of  Faeces  for  pathogenic 

organisms 

193 

47i 

066 

Specimen  of  Blood — Bunnel  Test 

— 

1 

1 

Specimen  of  Blood  in  citrate.  . 

1 

1 

Specimen  of  C.S.  Urine 

1 

3 

4 

Specimens  of  blood  for  agglutination 

— 

1 

1 

Throat  swabs  for  Vincents  Angina  . . 

— 

1 

1 

Specimens  of  sputum  for  Tuber- 

culosis 

1 

17 

18 

Specimen  of  Pus 

1 

1 

Portion  of  Yorkshire  Pudding 

1 

1 

Portion  of  Mutton 

1 

— 

1 

Portion  of  Ground  Rice  Pudding 

— 

1 

1 

212 

629 

74i 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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FOOD  POISONING  RETURN  1953. 

Outbreaks  due  to  identified  agents  : — 

Total  outbreaks  . . Nil.  Total  cases  . . Nil. 

Outbreaks  due  to  : — 


(a)  Chemical  poisons 

. . Nil. 

(b)  Salmonella 

. . Nil. 

(c)  Staphylococci  (including  toxin)  . . 

. . Nil. 

(d)  Cl.  botulinum 

. . Nil. 

(e)  Other  bacteria 

. . Nil. 

Outbreaks  of  undiscovered  cause  : — 

Total  outbreaks  . . Nil.  Total  cases  . . Nil. 

Single  cases  : — 

Agent  identified — One.  Unknown  cause — Nil.  Total  One. 

Agent  identified — Coagulese  positive  staphylococci. 

Clinical  Features — Main  symptoms — Diarrhoea  and  sickness 
with  abdominal  pain.  Duration  of  illness — Four  hours. 
Average  internal  ingestion  to  onset — Two  hours. 

Result  of  Laboratory  Investigation.  (Summary). 

Cases — Scanty  growth  of  coagulese  positive  staphylococci 
isolated  from  a portion  of  cooked  mutton. 

Probable  origin  of  Infection  or  Contamination  of  Food. 
Unable  to  state — this  attack  concerned  three  adults  in  one 
family  who  were  attacked  with  diarrhoea,  sickness  and  ab- 
dominal pain,  two  hours  after  partaking  of  lunch  at  their  own 
home. 

Mutton  purchased  on  the  4th  December,  1953,  cooked  on 
the  5th  December  ; a small  portion  partaken  on  the  5th  ; the 
main  portion  being  consumed  on  the  6th. 

There  was  no  evidence  of  superficial  skin  infection  in  any 
members  of  the  family  concerned.  No  further  cases  were 
involved. 


TABLE  OF  DIPHTHERIA  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS. 


1 

Year. 

No.  of  cases 
of  Diphtheria 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

1935 

54 

1 

1936 

39 

— 

1937 

25 

1938 

27 

2 

1939 

23 

1 

1940 

8 

1 

I94I 

9 

1942 

10 

j 

1943 

5 

1 

1944 

12 

1 

!945 

15 

1946 

5 

— 

1947 

3 

— 

1948 

3 

— • 

1949 

195° 

1 

1 

I951 

1952 

1 

1953 

20 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  STATISTICS  FOR  RECENT  YEARS. 
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GOSFORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year 

ended  31st  December,  1953. 

Dear  Dr.  Hopper, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1953. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  whole  of  the  district  has  a piped  water  supply  pro- 
vided by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company. 
There  are  no  common  standpipes  in  the  district,  and  apart 
from  a few  dwelling-houses  among  the  older  type  of  properties, 
all  dwelling-houses  in  the  district  have  an  internal  water 
supply. 

I am  again  indebted  to  the  Engineer  of  the  Newcastle 
and  Gateshead  Water  Company  for  supplying  the  following 
information  relating  to  the  bacteriological  and  chemical  analy- 
sis of  samples  of  water  taken  throughout  the  Company’s  area 
during  the  year  under  review. 

Bacteriological  Analysis. 

Bacteriological  analyses  were  made  on  969  samples  of 
filtered  water  and  99.8%  were  found  to  be  free  of  Bact.  Coli 
(type  1)  per  100  ml.  A further  346  samples  taken  from 
various  parts  of  the  area  served  by  the  Undertaking  gave  very 
satisfactory  results. 

Chemical  Analysis. 

Bi-monthly  chemical  analyses  carried  out  by  a firm  of 
Consulting  Chemsits  on  samples  drawn  from  consumers’  taps 
proved  that  the  high  standard  of  the  purity  of  water  supplied 
by  the  Undertaking  is  being  maintained. 

DRAINAGE  SYSTEMS  AND  DRAIN  TESTING. 

Your  Sanitary  Officers  were  again  actively  engaged  on 
the  supervision  of  the  lay-out  of  new  drainage  work,  and  in 
connection  with  the  repair  and  reconstruction  of  existing 
drains.  The  ever-increasing  number  of  new  houses  under 
construction  places  a constant  claim  on  the  services  of  the 
Department. 

The  drain  cleansing  service  executed  by  the  Department 
is  highly  appreciated  by  the  ratepayer,  and  again  was  in 
demand.  The  advantages  of  this  service  are  manifold,  but 
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of  paramount  importance  is  the  fact  that  choked  drains  are 
speedily  and  efficiently  dealt  with. 

The  following  details  give  some  idea  of  the  amount  of 
work  involved  in  this  particular  connection  : — 


Number  of  enquiries  made 
Number  of  water  tests  applied 
Number  of  smoke  tests  applied 
New  drainage  constructed 
Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed 


3i4 

161 

52 


2638  yards 
13  yards. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 


Refuse  Collection. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  report  that  throughout  the  year  the 
task  of  collecting  refuse  from  the  many  and  varied  premises 
in  the  district,  proceeded  smoothly.  Apart  from  holiday 
periods,  when  delay  was  inevitable,  a weekly  service  of  refuse 
collection  from  each  premises,  was  maintained. 

A bi-weekly  collection  was  maintained  from  certain  food 
shops  in  the  district  in  order  to  avoid  the  accumulation  of 
putrescible  matter. 

I think  it  is  to  the  credit  of  the  Department  that  despite 
the  construction  of  new  houses,  which  in  Gosforth,  has  pro- 
ceeded apace,  the  regularity  of  the  service  has  been  maintained 
without  any  increase  in  staff. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Throughout  the  year  the  main  point  for  the  disposal  of 
refuse  was  at  Benton,  situated  in  the  Urban  District  of  Long- 
benton,  where  approximately  9,070  tons  of  refuse  from  this 
district  were  disposed  of.  The  tip  is  controlled  by  the  Long- 
benton  Council  and  50%  of  the  total  cost  appertaining  thereto, 
is  borne  by  this  Authority. 

Salvage  Collection. 

The  “ quota  plan  ” which  signified  a voluntary  curtail- 
ment of  waste  paper  supplied  to  the  Board  Mills  was  not  with- 
drawn until  late  in  the  year.  Despite  this,  the  tonnage  of 
waste  paper  forwarded  to  the  mills  during  the  financial  year 
ended  31st  March,  1954,  was  263  tons,  an  increase  of  28  tons 
over  the  previous  year.  This  was  a splendid  effort  by  the 
residents  of  Gosforth,  but  unfortunately,  the  quantity  of 
good  clean  salvage  finding  its  way  into  the  dustbin  is  still 
excessive.  I need  hardly  stress  the  point  here,  but  the  sal- 
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vaging  of  waste  paper  lias  many  excellent  features,  predomin- 
ant of  which  is  the  amount  recoverable  therefrom  and  offset 
against  the  cost  of  a service  which  is  of  great  public  health 
importance,  but  unfortunately,  is  an  extremely  costly  service. 

COST  STATEMENT  1953-54. 


Itt  m 

Particulars 

i . 

Collection 

2 . 

Disposal 

3- 

Totals 

4- 

Percentage 
of  total 
gross  ex- 
penditure 

5- 

£ 

£ 

/ 

Aj 

% 

i . 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT  (notea) 
GROSS  EXPENDITURE 
(i)  Labour  (note  (a)  ) 

6,740 

091 

7-4  31 

bo 

(ii)  Transport  (note  (b)  ) 

3.114 

1,049 

4,163 

34 

(iii)  Plant,  equipment,  land 
and  buildings  (note  (c)  ) . . 

70 

53 

123 

1 

(iv)  Other  items  (note  (d)  ) . . 

— 

638 

638 

5 

(v)  Total  gross  expend. 

9,924 

2,431 

12,355 

1 00 

2 . 

GROSS  INCOME  (including  £i  1 8 
received  from  other  local  au- 
thorities) 

22 

1.987 

2,009 

3- 

NET  COST  

9-902 

444 

10,346 

— 

4- 

Capital  expenditure  met  from 
revenue  (included  above) 

25s 

— 

258 

UNIT  COSTS. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

5- 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  labour  only  . . 

14  4 

1 6 

15  10 

| 6. 

7- 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  transport 
only 

Net  cost  (all  expenditure)  per 
ton 

6 8 

21  1 

C K. 

- Uj 

8 11 

22  0 

8. 

Net  cost  per  i,ooo  population  . . 

£ 

402 

0~N 

oc 

£ 

420 

9- 

Net  cost  per  i.ooo  premises 

1,222 

55 

1,277 

Note  (a)  “ Labour  ” means  all  employees  other  than  clerical  staff,  drivers 
and  mechanics.  Expenditure  includes  holiday  and  sick  pay, 
bonus  payments,  all  supperannuation  charges,  employer’s 
contributions  to  national  insurance  and  the  cost  of  protective 
clothing  and  uniforms. 

Note  (b)  Transport  means  all  types  of  vehicles  and  expenditure  includes 
running  and  maintenance  costs,  wages  of  drivers  and  mechanics 
and  other  revenue  expenses  (including  loan  charges). 
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Note  (c)  Including  running  costs,  maintenance  expenses,  loan  charges 
and  all  sums  charged  to  revenue  account  in  respect  of  the 
provision  or  renewal  of  buildings,  plant,  dustbins,  etc.  Costs 
of  war  damage  repairs  should  be  excluded. 

Note  (d)  Including  salaries  and  wages  not  already  mentioned,  payments 
to  other  local  authorities  for  collection  and/or  disposal  of  refuse 
and  payments  to  contractors.  Excluding  all  office  expenses. 
No  part  of  the  Chief  Officer’s  salary  is  included. 


OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS. 

10.  Area  (statute  acres)  land  and  inland  water  1,739  acres 

11.  Population  at  30th  June,  1953  . . 24,660  persons 

12.  Total  refuse  collected  (tons)  (Estimated)  9,396  tons 

13.  Weights  (cwts)  per  1,000  population  per 

day  (365  days  to  year)  . . . . 20.87  cwts. 

14.  Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse 

is  collected  . . . . . . . . 8,100  premises 


15.  Average  haul  (miles)  by  collection 

vehicle 

to  disposal  point 

4 miles 

16.  Frequency  of  collection 

Weekly 

17.  Total  refuse  disposed  of  (tons) 

. . 

9,070 

18.  Methods  of  Disposal  : — Controlled 

Tipping 

100% 

Analysis  of  Income  and  Tonnage. 

income 

(included 

in  Tonnage 

Item  2) 

Collected. 

£ 

Tons 

Salvage  : 

(a)  Kitchen  Waste 

237 

62 

(b)  Scrap  Metal 

— 

(c)  Wast  Paper 

I75° 

263 

(d)  Other  Salvage  .v 

— 

— 

(e)  Totals 

M 

OO 

325 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  a survey  of  dwelling-houses  in  the 
Coxlodge  district,  Gibson’s  Cottages  and  Ash  Street  was 
carried  out.  Reports  on  these  houses  were  submitted  to  the 
Health  Committee  and  to  the  Building  & Town  Planning 
Committee,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  matter  was  still 
under  consideration. 


27 


I am  of  the  opinion  that  many  of  the  properties  contained 
within  the  group  referred  to  above,  should  receive  first  con- 
sideration in  any  question  dealing  with  possible  clearance 
and  replacement.  Many  of  these  properties  are  old  and 
out-of-date,  are  lacking  in  really  essential  amenities,  and 
generally  speaking,  have  no  place  in  a well-planned  modern 
residential  area. 

TABULAR  STATEMENT  FOR  YEAR,  1953. 

Houses  erected  during  the  year. 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  . . . . . . . . 170 

(b)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  . . . . 30 

CLOSING  AND  DEMOLITION  OF  HOUSES. 

A.  Formal  Action. 

(1)  Number  of  houses  demolished  during  1953  as  a 

result  of  Clearance  .Schemes  or  other  formal 
action  . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil. 

(r)  Number  of  houses  included  in  above  which 
were  from  pre-war  confirmed  Clearance 
Areas  . . . . . . . . . . Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished 

as  a result  of  formal  action  . . . . . . Nil. 

B.  Informal  Action. 

(1)  Number  of  houses  permanently  discontinued 
as  dwellings  as  a result  of  informal  action  and 
not  included  above  . . . . . . . . Nil. 

RECONDITIONING  AND  REPAIR. 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  during  1953  by  procedure 
under  either  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(a)  As  a result  of  informal  action  . . . . 175 

(b)  By  owners  as  a result  of  statutory  notice  . . 31 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . Nil. 

RODENT  INFESTATION. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  in  this  connection 
showed  an  increase  upon  the  previous  year.  The  increase  was 
mainly  concerned  with  infestations  of  mice. 

Ninety-three  complaints  were  received,  and  following 
investigation,  it  was  found  that  sixty  dwelling-houses  and 
twenty  business  premsies  were  involved.  The  infestations 
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were  all  found  to  be  minor  in  character  which,  in  forty-three 
cases  were  attributable  to  mice,  and  in  thirty-seven  cases, 
attributable  to  rats. 

The  rodenticide  Warfarin  with  a bait-base  of  oatmeal  was 
extensively  used  with  satisfactory  results.  Zinz  phosphide, 
with  a bait-base  of  sausage  rusk  was  mainly  used  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  sewers. 

Sewer  Maintenance  Treatment. 

In  view  of  the  comparatively  small  number  of  “ prebait 
and  “ poison  takes  ” resulting  from  previous  treatments, 
the  number  of  man-holes  treated  was  again  reduced  to  approx- 
imately 10%  of  the  total  of  manholes  in  the  district. 

Two  sewer  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  dur- 
ing the  financial  year  ended  the  31st  March,  1954,  details  of 
which  are  set  out  below.  The  cost  incurred  in  the  carrying  out 
of  these  treatments  was  £25,  fifty  per  cent  of  which  will  rank 
for  re-imbursement  from  .the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
fisheries. 


Treatment 

No. 

No.  of  Man- 
holes Baited. 

Pois 

son  takes 

Partial 

Complete 

1 

2 

133 

135 

7 

4 

Nil. 

Nil. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

The  number  of  premises  dealt  with  under  this  heading 
again  showed  a slight  decrease  upon  the  previous  year,  and  in 
no  instance  was  any  serious  infestation  encountered. 

The  work  of  disinfestation  was  largely  confined  to  the 
eradication  of  the  cockroach,  and  to  a lesser  extent,  to  the 
eradication  of  the  bed-bug. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

There  are  103  registered  factories  in  the  district,  72 
mechanical  factories  and  26  non-mechanical  factories,  and  5 
other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  authority. 

The  following  table  gives  in  detail  the  number  of  visits 
and  notices  served  to  remedy  defects  found  in  course  of 
inspection  of  the  various  factories  in  the  district. 
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Factories 

No.  on 
Register. 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Notices 

Served. 

Mechanical 

72 

163 

6 

Non-Mechanical  . . 

26 

33 

3 

Other  premises  in 
which  Sec.  7 is  en- 
forced by  the 
Local  Authority 

5 

15 

Total 

103 

21 1 

9 

Particulars 

Defects 

found 

Defects 

remedied 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

2 

2 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

• — 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences  : — 

' 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient  . . 

3 

— • 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— • 

(d)  Other  offences 

2 

2 

— 

Total  . . 

10 

7 

1 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES. 

Milk  Supply. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

Number  of  dealers  licences  issued  to  retail  “ Tuber- 
culin Tested  ” milk  . . . . . . . . 5 

Number  of  supplementary  licences  issued  to  retail 
“ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk.  . . . . . 14 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949. 

Number  of  dealers  licences  issued  to  retail  “ Pasteu- 
rised ” milk 
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Number  of  Supplementary  licences  issued  to  retail 

Pasteurised  ” milk  . . . . . . . . n 

Number  of  dealers  licences  issued  to  retail  “ Steri- 
lised ” milk  . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Number  of  Supplementary  licences  issued  to  retail 
“ Sterilised  ” milk  . . . . . . . . . . i 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Number  of  persons  registered  as  Distributors  of  milk  37 
Number  of  premises  registered  as  Dairies  . . . . 1 
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Turbidity 
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1 1 1 

100.0 

100.0 
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Grade 

Ungraded 
Accredited 
Tuberculin  Tested 
Tuberculin  Tested 
(Farm  bottled)  . . 
Pasteurised 
Sterilised 

Totals 

31 


I he  one  disturbing  feature  of  the  report  concerning  the 
Bacteriological  examination  of  milk  is  the  high  percentage  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  (Farm  bottled)  milks  failing  to  satisfy  the 
Methylene  Blue  keeping  quality  test.  In  1952  the  figure  was 
14.3%  this  year,  as  shown  by  the  report,  the  figures  has 
increased  to  30.0% 

In  this  matter,  close  liaison  is  maintained  with  the 
County  Milk  Production  Officer. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  of  twenty-two  samples  of 
milk  submitted  for  examination  for  tubercle  bacilli,  all  were 
found  to  be  negative.  Two  samples  of  milk  were  submitted 
for  examination  for  Brucella  Abortus  ; these  also,  were  found 
to  be  negative. 


Samples  of  Ice-Cream. 


During  the  year  thirty  samples  of  ice-cream,  sixteen 
prewrapped,  and  fourteen  “ loose,”  were  procured  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Methylene  Blue  test.  The  samples  of  “ loose 
ice-cream  were  mainly  procured  from  street  vendors. 

The  results  of  the  examination  of  the  above  samples  of 
ice-cream,  together  with  their  respective  provisional  grading 
are  shown  as  follows  : — 


Type  of  Sample  Procured. 
Prewrapped.  “ Loose.'' 

13  2 

3 .5 

4 

3 


Time  Taken  to  Reduce 
Methylene  Blue 

4 1 Hrs.  or  more. 
Hrs.— 4 Hrs. 

\ Hr.  — 2 Hrs. 
o 


Provisional 

Grade. 

1 

2 

3 

4 


I he  above  results  show  that  23%  of  the  total  number  of 
samples  obtained  fell  into  Grades  3 and4,  while  ro%  of  the  total 
number  fell  into  Grade  4. 


In  considering  these  reports,  regard  may  be  had  to  the 
following  observation  made  by  the  Sub-Committee  appointed 
to  enquire  into  tests  for  the  bacteriological  grading  of  ice- 
cream. 


“ Owing  to  the  numerous  factors  governing  the  hygienic 
quality  of  ice-cream  it  is  unwise  to  pay  too  much  attention  to 
the  bacteriological  results  on  any  single  sample.  Judgment 
should  be  based  rather  on  a series  of  samples.  It  is  suggested 
that  over  a six-monthly  period,  50  per  cent  of  a vendor’s 
samples  should  fab  into  Grade  1,  80%  into  Grades  1 or  2,  not 
more  than  20  per  cent  into  Grade  3,  and  none  into  Grade  4.” 


Food  Premises. 

The  number  and  type  of  food  premises  in  the  district 
is  shown  as  follows  : — 


Type  of  Premises. 

No 

Grocers 

• • 3 1 

General  Dealers 

20 

Meat  Purveyors 

21 

Fruiterers 

. . 14 

Confectioners  . . 

9 

Retail  Bakeries 

8 

Type  of  Premises.  No. 

Bakeries  . . . . . . 5 

Fishmongers  & Poulterers  . . 4 

Cafes  . . . . . . 4 

Fried  Fish  and  Chips  . . 3 

Snack  Bars  . . . . . . 1 


The  inspection  of  all  food  premises  was  carefully  and 
dutifully  carried  out,  a total  of  527  visits  being  made  through- 
out the  year.  Although  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve  forty- 
six  notices  in  connection  with  infringements  of  the  Food  & 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  no  serious  infringement  was  encountered. 

Licensed  premises  received  special  attention,  and  I am 
pleased  to  report  that  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  these  pre- 
mises, is  fairly  high.  In  every  instance  a constant  supply  of 
hot  and  cold  water  is  available  for  the  cleansing  of  beer  glasses. 
Regarding  beer  pipes,  only  two  types  were  found  ; these  were 
the  straight-length  stainless  steel  piping  and  plastic  piping. 


Registration  of  Food  Premises.  (Section  14,  Food  & Drugs 
Act,  1938). 

The  number  and  type  of  food  premises  registered  under 
the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938,  is  shown  as  follows  : — 


Type  of  Premises. 


No.  No. 

Registered.  Type  of  Premises.  Registered. 


General  Dealers  . . . 28 

Meat  Purveyors  . . . . 18 

Confectioners  . . . . 9 

Bakeries  . . . . . . 8 


Fishmongers  . . . . 7 

Grocers  . . . . . . 6 

Retail  Bakeries  . . . . 4 

Fruiterers  . . . . . . 2 


During  the  year  three  applications  were  received  for 
the  registration  of  premises  under  Section  14,  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  in  respect  of  the  sale  of  ice-cream.  The  pre- 
mises were  duly  registered,  bringing  the  total  of  registered 
premises  in  the  district  up  to  eighty-one. 


Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924-48. 

The  slaughtering  of  all  food  animals  is  still  carried  out  in 
Ministry  of  Food  abattoirs  situated  in  the  City  and  County  of 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 
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Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938  (Section  57). 

Two  applications  were  received  for  the  renewal  of  private 
slaughter  house  licences,  only  one  application  was  granted. 
The  decision  not  to  renew  one  of  the  licences  was  taken  on  the 
grounds  that  the  premises  were  being  used  for  another 
purpose. 

Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938,  (Section  9). 

(Sale  of  Unsound  Food). 

During  the  year,  two  cases,  both  concerning  the  sale  of 
bread  deemed  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  due  to  the 
finding  of  extraneous  matter  within  the  bread  were  reported 
to  the  Council.  On  the  instruction  of  the  Council,  legal 
proceedings  were  instituted  and  in  each  case,  convictions  were 
recorded. 


Unsound  Food  (Voluntarily  Surrendered.) 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  examined  following  their 
voluntary  surrender  and  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 


313  lbs.  Beef. 

74  lbs.  Sausage. 
6 lbs.  Brawn. 

1 lb.  Pork  Pie. 
3 lbs.  Bacon. 

9 lbs.  Flour. 

2 lbs.  Oats. 


56  lbs.  Almonds. 

9 lbs.  Sugared  Almonds. 
5 lbs.  Split  Peas. 

3 Jars  Malt. 

330  Tins  of  Food. 


Disposal  of  Condemned  Food. 

The  Provisions  of  the  Livestock  (Restrictions  on 
Slaughter)  Order,  1947,  regarding  the  staining  of  condemned 
meat  were  observed,  following  which,  condemned  meat  was 
forwarded  to  a local  firm  for  processing.  The  processing  of 
condemned  meat  into  by-products,  such  as  animal  feeding 
meal,  fertilisers,  glues,  etc.,  offers  a safe  and  economical 
method  of  disposal.  Other  condemned  food  not  suitable 
for  this  method  of  disposal,  were  destroyed  in  the  incinerator 
situated  in  the  Council  depot. 

Adulteration  of  Food. 

I am  greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  Arlidge,  Chief  Inspector  of 
the  Weights  and  Measures  Department,  Northumberland 
County  Council  for  the  short  report  on  the  sampling  activities 
of  his  department  within  the  Urban  District  of  Gosforth. 
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The  samples  procured  are  summarised  as  follows 


Almond  Paste 
Apricot  Conserve 
Banana  Cream  Cake 
Beef  Sausages  (5) 

Beef  Sausage  Meat  (4) 
Cheese  Spread 
Chicken  (Canned) 
Chocolate  Swiss  Roll 
Cream  Style  Golden 
Sugar-Corn 
Custard  Power  (2) 

Cut  Mixed  Peel 
Demarara  Sugar 
Dripping 
Fish  Cakes 


Gelatine 

Ground  Almonds 

Honey 

Hot  Milk  (2) 

ice  Cream  (5) 

Lentils 

Malt  Toffee 


Milk  (53) 

Mustard  (2) 
National  Rose  Hip 
Syrup 

Ox  Tongue  & Beef 
Pineapple  Chunks 
Pineapple  Jelly 


Plum  Pudding 
Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
Pork  Sausages  (8) 

Pork  Sausage  Meat  (4) 
Potted  Salmon 
Pure  Dairy  Cream 
Rich  Irish  Cream 
Seedless  Raisins 
Smoked  Cod  Fillet  (2) 
Strawberry  Jam 
Table  Jelly 
Uncooked  Rough  Puff 
Pastry 

Viennese  Coffee 
Whisky  (3) 


(2)  Malt  Vinegar 


The  following  samples  were  reported  by  the  Public  Analyst 
to  be  unsatisfactory. 


No.  Sample.  Nature  of  Irregularity. 

1.  Hot  Milk  5%  deficient  in  fat 

2.  Milk  Contained  3%  extraneous  water.  . 

3.  Pork  sausage 

Meat  5.4%  deficient  in  meat  content  . . 


Action  Taken. 
Vendor  cautioned, 
do. 

do. 


4.  Pork  sausage 

Meat  10%  deficient  in  meat  content  . . do. 

5.  Pork  sausages  1 1 .5%  deficient  in  meat  content.  . Vendor  cautioned. 

6.  Pork  sausage 

Meat  24.2%  deficient  in  meat  content.  . Vendor  fined  £5 

and  ordered  to 
pay  £\  15s.  costs. 

Commenting  on  the  meat  content  for  Sausages  and 
Sausage  Meat,  Mr.  Arlidge  states  that  the  Food  & Drugs  Act 
does  not  specify  a meat  content,  but  Public  Analysts,  though 
unable  to  define  a precise  standard  of  composition  may  have 
regard  to  a minimum,  below  which,  the  article  must  not  fall. 
In  the  absence  of  a legal  standard,  the  Magistrates,  before 
whom  proceedings  are  brought,  must  fix  one  for  themselves 
as  a matter  of  fact,  to  be  decided  upon  the  evidence.  Making 
a further  observation  Mr.  Arlidge  states  that  as  the  Meat 
Products  Order,  which  fixed  the  meat  content  for  Pork  and 


Beef  Sausages  at  65%  snd  50%  respectively,  was  made  at  a 
time  when  meat  was  scarce,  it  is  only  reasonable  for  a cus- 
tomer to  expect  at  least,  the  above  quoted  percentages  of  meat 
when  the  Order  is  revoked. 


The  deficiencies,  in  meat  content  of  the  samples  listed 
above,  are  based  upon  an  expected  percentage  of  65. 

As  only  six  samples  out  of  a total  of  122  were  unfavourably 
reported  upon,  the  general  position,  so  far  as  adulteration  or 
misdescription  is  concerned,  may  be  said  to  be  entirely 
satisfactory. 
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GENERAL  INSPECTIONS. 

The  following  tables  present  a summary  of  visits  made 
by  your  Sanitary  Officers,  and  sanitary  improvements  effected 
during  the  year. 

TABLE  1. 

Dwelling  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,178 

Housing  653 

Accumulations  . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Cinemas  and  Dance  Halls.  . . . . . . . . . 10 

Ditches  and  Streams  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Drainage  Systems  . . . . . . . . . . . . 314 

Drain  Test  : — 

Smoke  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 

Water  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161 

Factories  (Mech.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 163 

(Non-mech.)  . . . . . . . . . . 33 

Infectious  Diseases  Enquiries  . . . . . . . . 100 

,,  Disinfections  . . . . . . . . . . 46 

,,  Revisits  . . . . . . . . . . . . 824 

National  Assistance  Act  . . . . . . . . . . 130 

Rodent  Infestation  : — 

Rats  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 252 

Mice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 239 

Refuse  Collection — Supervision  . . . . . . . . 244 

Schools  re  Sanitation  . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Shops  Act  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Food  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 527 

Verminous  Premises  : — 

Inspected  . . . . . . . . . . . . 25  . 

Treated  . . ...  . . . . . . . . 24 

Re-inspected  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . 617 


Total 


5,660 


TABLE  II. 


Ceiling  plaster  repaired  or  renwed 
Chimneys  or  chimney  stacks  repaired 
Doors  repaired,  rehung  or  renwed 
Eaves  gutters  cleaned  out,  repaired  or  renewed 
External  walls  pointed 
Fallspouts  repaired  or  renewed 
Firegrates  repaired,  reset  or  renewed 
Floors  repaired,  ventilated,  etc. 

Roofs  repaired 

Sashcords  renewed 

Sinks  (new)  provided  and  fixed 

Sink  Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

Stairs  repaired,  renewed  or  provided 

Walls  rendered  internally 

WTall  plaster  repaired  or  renewed 

Water  supplies  repaired  or  renewed 

Windows  repaired  ; made  to  open,  etc. 

Yards  and  passages  paved  and  drained 
Choked  drains  cleansed  or  repaired 
Dustbins  provided 
W.C.  basins  renewed  or  repaired 
W.C.  cisterns  repaired  or  renwed 
W.C.  structures  repaired  or  renwed 


3 

12 

27 

I 2 
1 6 

7 

20 

38 

6 

3 

6 

1 

25 

24 

8 
'“T 

7 

8 

10 

191 

8 

21 

3 


Total  . . 463 


CONCLUSION. 

I would  like  to  pay  a fitting  tribute  to  Mr.  Oxley  and  to 
the  clerical  staff  for  the  assiduous  manner  in  which  they  have 
performed  the  various  duties  assigned  to  them. 

The  excellent  team  work  of  the  Department  and  the  happy 
spirit  which  prevails,  helps  considerably  in  the  smooth  runn- 
ing of  the  Department. 

I do  offer  a word  of  praise  to  Mr.  Oliver  and  the  outside 
staff  for  the  very  capable  and  efficient  way  in  which  they  have 
carried  out  the  tasks  allotted  to  them. 

Yours  sincerely. 

GEORGE  STENGER, 

June,  1954.  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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